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SPEAKING 
NC- KS2- Aim- speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually 
improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation.  
 

NC L.O. 

- listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding  

- engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help 

- speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures  

- develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases 

- present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 

- describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing  

- explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words  
 
- describe people, places, things and actions orally 
 
Substantive Knowledge 
 
Three Four Five Six 

Know that basic vocabulary and short phrases 
that have been taught in the language units 
can be used to interact and communicate with 
others. 

Know that they can communicate with others with 
improved confidence precision and express 
themselves more accurately.  

Know that they can communicate on a wider 
range of topics and themes. By doing so, they 
can demonstrate their growing proficiency in 
using the language in various contexts. 

Know that they can learn to recall previously 
learnt language and recycle/incorporate it with 
new language with increased speed and 
spontaneity, showcasing their ability to adapt 
and apply the language in various situations. 

Disciplinary Knowledge 
Three Four Five Six 
Know how to communicate with others using 
simple words and short phrases covered in the 
units. 

Know how to ask and answer questions based on 
the language covered in the units and 
incorporate a negative reply if and when 
required, understanding the proper structures for 
negation in French.  

Know how to remember and recall a diverse 
range of vocabulary with increased knowledge, 
confidence, and spontaneity, indicating a 
higher level of proficiency in their language use 
during conversations. 

Know how to engage in short conversations on 
familiar topics, responding with opinions and 
justifications where appropriate, using 
appropriate language structures and 
vocabulary. 
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LISTENING 
 
NC ã KS2 ã Aim- understand and respond to spoken language from a variety of authentic sources  
 

NC L.O. - listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

 
Substantive Knowledge 
Three Four Five Six 
Know that listening to and enjoying short 
stories, nursery rhymes, and songs will develop 
their listening skills in another language. 

Know that they can listen to longer passages and 
understand more of what they hear, improving 
their ability to comprehend extended spoken 
content, such as longer passages, stories, 
conversations, or presentations, understanding 
the main ideas and details conveyed. 

Know that they can listen more attentively and 
for longer. Know that they can understand 
more of what they hear even when some of the 
language may be unfamiliar.  

Know that they can listen to longer text and 
more authentic foreign language material, 
which might include authentic texts like native 
speaker conversations, radio shows or news 
broadcasts.  

Disciplinary Knowledge 
Three Four Five Six 
Know how to recognize familiar words and 
short phrases covered in the units taught.  

Know how to pick out key words and phrases 
covered in current and previous units,  
understanding longer passages by recognizing 
familiar vocabulary and language structures. 

Know how to use the decoding skills they have 
developed. Decoding involves using language 
cues, prior knowledge, and context to 
understand and interpret unfamiliar words or 
phrases in spoken or written language. Know 
how to utilize these decoding strategies they 
have learned to aid their comprehension of 
unfamiliar language during listening activities. 

Know how to learn to pick out cognates (words 
that are similar in form and meaning across 
different languages) and familiar words and 
learn to 'gist listen' (grasping the main ideas 
and overall meaning of the passage) even when 
hearing language that has not been taught or 
covered.  
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READING 
NC ã KS2 ã Aim - discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied.  
 
NC L.O. 

- read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 
Substantive Knowledge 
Three Four Five Six 
Know that they can begin to apply their 
phonics knowledge from phonics lesson 1 in 
French to read familiar words and short 
phrases accurately. 

Know that they can read aloud short pieces of text 
applying knowledge learned from 'Phonics & 
Pronunciation Lessons 1 & 2'.  

Know that they can start to decode the 
meaning of unknown words using cognates 
(words with similarities in form and meaning 
across languages) and context to understand 
longer passages in the foreign language.  
  

Know that they can read French with increased 
accuracy by applying knowledge learned from 
'Phonics Lessons 1 to 4,' including awareness 
of accents, silent letters, etc. 

Disciplinary Knowledge 
Three Four Five Six 
Know how to understand the meaning in 
English of short words they read in French.  
 

Know how to understand most of what they read in 
French when it is based on familiar language, using 
their understanding of context, vocabulary and 
grammar. 

Know how to increase their knowledge of 
phonemes (distinct units of sound in a 
language) and letter strings (combinations of 
letters) improving their phonetic awareness, 
spelling, and pronunciation skills, which are 
essential for effective reading and decoding of 
longer passages. 

Know how to decode French using bilingual 
dictionaries online, to improve their 
independent language learning and problem-
solving abilities when encountering unknown 
language elements. 

  

Commented [MM1]: Any others for this section? 
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WRITING 
 
NC ã KS2 ã Aim - can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt  
 

NC L.O. 

- broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary  

- write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly  

- describe people, places, things and actions in writing  

- explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words  
 
- understand and respond to written language from a variety of authentic sources 
 
Substantive Knowledge 
Three Four Five Six 
Know that a model or vocabulary list can be 
used to write familiar words and short phrases 
and to practice constructing their own short 
sentences accurately and effectively. For 
example: 'I play the piano.' 'I like apples.' 
 
 

Know that they can use short phrases built on 
familiar topics to help them communicate in 
writing about familiar aspects of their lives. 

Know that familiar language incorporating 
connectives/conjunctions, a negative response, 
and adjectival agreements (matching gender and 
number) can be used to write paragraphs.  

Know that they can use language from a 
variety of units covered and adapt any 
models provided to show solid understanding 
of any grammar and vocabulary covered 
when writing a piece of text.  

Disciplinary Knowledge 
Three Four Five Six 
Know how to use a model or list of vocabulary 
to write familiar words and short phrases and to 
practice constructing their own short sentences 
accurately and effectively. 

Know how to begin to use 
connectives/conjunctions and the negative form 
where appropriate. 

Know how to manipulate the French language 
and be able to substitute words for suitable 
alternatives. This involves vocabulary expansion, 
understanding word context, and finding 
appropriate synonyms or expressions to convey 
similar meanings effectively. 

Know how to incorporate conjugated verbs 
(verbs modified to agree with the subject) 
and be comfortable using 
connectives/conjunctions to link ideas, 
employ adjectives to describe nouns, and use 
possessive adjectives to show ownership.  
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GRAMMAR 
 
NC ã KS2 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key 
features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English.  

 
Substantive Knowledge 
Three Four Five Six 
Know that they can start to understand the 
concept of noun gender and the use of articles. 

Know that they can better understand the 
concept of gender and which articles to use for 
meaning (EG: 'the', 'a', or 'some')."  
 
 

Know that revision of gender and nouns is 
needed in order to learn to use and recognize the 
terminology of articles (EG: definite, (e.g., 'the'), 
indefinite (e.g., 'a'), and partitive (e.g., 'some'). 
and to understand better the rules of adjectival 
agreement, ensuring adjectives match the gender 
and number of the nouns they describe, and 
improve their use of possessive adjectives to 
indicate ownership. 
 
 

Know that a thorough understanding of 
gender and nouns, the use of the negative 
form to express negation, adjectival 
agreement rules for proper noun-adjective 
agreement, and the correct usage of 
possessive adjectives to indicate ownership 
will strengthening their grasp of essential 
grammar elements in sentences related to 
school subjects and expressing personal 
preferences. 
 

Disciplinary Knowledge 
Three Four Five Six 
Know how to use the first-person singular 
version of high-frequency verbs, (e.g.: 'I likeÜ' 'I 
playÜ' 'I am calledÜè) to express actions and 
ideas from their perspective.  

Know how to start to use simple adjectival 
agreement (e.g.: adjectival agreement when 
describing nationality), the negative form, and 
possessive adjectives (e.g.: 'In my pencil case I 
haveÜ' or 'In my pencil case, I do not have...') 
 
 

 
 
 

Know how to start to explore full verb 
conjugation (e.g.: 'I wear...', 'he/she wears...') and 
also be able to describe clothes in terms of colour 
(e.g.: 'My blue coat'), advancing their language 
proficiency by incorporating more complex 
sentence structures and verb usage. 
 

Know how to explore and become familiar 
with a broader range of 
connectives/conjunctions to improve their 
ability to link ideas in sentences and create 
more complex and coherent text and start to 
introduce full verb conjugation, including 
both regular and irregular verbs, such as 'to 
go,' 'to do,' 'to have,' and 'to be' in their 
work, enhancing their language proficiency 
and fluency by incorporating a wider variety 
of verbs and connective words. 
 

 

  



French Progression Document 
 

Page 6 of 33 
 

Key Vocabulary Cycle A and B 

Cycle A years 3/4 Cycle B years 3/4 Cycle A years 5/6 Cycle B years 5/6 
Phonics lesson 1 and 2 (x) 

 

LΩƳ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ CǊŜƴŎƘ ό9ύ 

 

Phonics lesson 1 and 2 (x) 
 

CǊǳƛǘ ό9ύ 

 

Phonics lesson 3 and 4 (x) 
 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀŦŞ όLύ 

 

Phonics lesson 3 and 4 
 

¢ƘŜ 5ŀǘŜ όLύ 

 

!ƴŎƛŜƴǘ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ό9ύ 

 

aǳǎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎό9ύ 

 

tŜǘǎόLύ 

 

aȅ ƘƻƳŜ όLύ 
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!ƴƛƳŀƭǎ ό9ύ 

 

L Ŏŀƴ ό9ύ 

 

tǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ όLύ 

 

tƭŀƴŜǘǎ όtύ 

 

{Ŝŀǎƻƴǎ ό9ύ 

 

LŎŜπŎǊŜŀƳ ό9ύ 

 

²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LL όtύ 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΚ όLύ 
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Lƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎ όLύ 

 

±ŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ ό9ύ 

 

Habitats (I) 

 

¢ƘŜ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘ όtύ 

 

CŀƳƛƭȅ όLύ 

 

wƻƳŀƴǎ όLύ 

 

At school (P) 

 

aŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ όtύ 

 
 

  


